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TOBACCO  CROP,  1912,  BY  TYPES  AND  DISTEICTS. 


I.  CIGAR  TYPES. 

NEW  ENGLAND. 

Dry  weather  in  June  and  July  retarded  growth,  but  more  favorable 
conditions  in  August  caused  rapid  improvement,  except  in  some  early 
fields  that  were  too  near  maturity  to  receive  full  benefit  from  better 
weather.  Harvesting  was  about  two  weeks  late.  The  bulk  of  the 
crop  went  into  the  sheds  in  good  condition,  with  much  less  damage 
from  wind  and  hail  than  last  year,  and  little  from  insects  or  disease. 
The  season  for  curing  was  unusually  good,  hence  little  damage  from 
shed  burn  is  reported.  The  cured  leaf  has  good  size,  color,  and  body, 
and  contains  more  high  grades  than  in  1911.  The  yield,  reduced  by 
low  topping  in  many  fields  during  the  dry  weather,  is  1,700  pounds 
per  acre,  or  larger  than  last  year.  The  average  price  is  24  cents  per 
pound,  the  highest  in  several  years,  and  is  partly  due  to  increased 
primed  tobacco. 

NEW  YORK. 

In  the  Big  Flats  district  planting  was  early  and  under  favorable 
conditions.  Dry  weather  in  the  early  growing  season  retarded  devel- 
opment, but  was  conducive  to  proper  cultivation.  Sufficient  rain 
later  accelerated  growth,  and  little  damage  was  done  by  insects,  dis- 
ease, or  hail.  Cutting  was  a  week  or  two  late  under  favorable  condi- 
tions. Curing  weather  was  better  than  usual,  and  little  damage 
occurred  in  the  sheds.  The  cured  product,  of  good  size,  color,  and 
body,  yields  a  larger  per  cent  of  high  grades  than  has  been  the  case  in 
several  years.  In  the  Onondaga  district  conditions  were  not  so  favor- 
able. Planting  was  late  and  the  weather  too  cool  for  satisfactory 
vegetation  during  the  greater  part  of  the  growing  season.  In  August, 
however,  conditions  were  better,  and  great  improvement  was  made. 
The  weather  for  curing  was  good  and  the  crop  is  better  in  quality 
than  that  of  a  year  ago.  The  average  yield  per  acre  for  the  State  is 
1,300  pounds;  the  average  price  12.6  cents  per  pound. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Because  of  dry  weather  in  early  summer  planting  was  late  and 
growth  slow.  Rain  in  August  induced  rapid  growth  and  good  size. 
Harvest  was  two  weeks  in  arrears  but  fine  weather  and  absence  of 
-early  frost  enabled  the  crop  to  be  put  in  the  sheds  in  good  condition, 
except  in  localities  where  damaged  by  hail;  loss  from  this  cause  was 
more  extensive  than  usual,  some  fields  being  entirely  destroyed.  Dry 
weather,  with  no  freezing  temperatures,  followed  harvest  and  produced 
a  good  cure,  remarkably  free  from  pole  sweat.  The  cured  product 
has  good  size,  color,  and  body,  better  than  that  of  1911.  The  average 
yield  per  acre  is  estimated  at  1,420  pounds  and  the  average  price,  on 
December  1,  8.5  cents  per  pound. 
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OHIO  MIAMI  VALLEY. 

Although  the  weather  was  generally  propitious  during  the  growing 
period,  more  than  usual  damage  was  done  by  hail  and  storms.  When 
early  tobacco  was  ready  to  go  iato  the  sheds  heavy  raias  caused 
considerable  rust.  With  this  exception  the  crop  went  under  shelter 
in  good  condition,  and  curiag  took  place  duruig  favorable  weather. 
The  cured  leaf  is  of  good  size  and  color,  but  is  showing  some  shed  burn 
and  thin  leaf  among  the  early  cuttings.  As  a  whole,  it  has  better 
quality  than  m  1911.  The  jdeld  per  acre  and  the  average  December 
1  price  per  pound  are  both  higher  than  last  year — yield  per  acre  990 
pounds  and  December  1  price  8  cents  per  pound. 

WISCONSIN. 

Planting,  about  the  usual  time,  was  followed  by  forcing  weather; 
the  result  was  the  best  growth  in  several  years.  Although  appre- 
ciable injury  was  done  by  hail  in  some  counties,  on  the  whole  it  was 
much  less  than  usual.  The  damage  by  insects  or  disease  was  negli- 
gible,  and  the  crop  went  into  the  sheds  in  better  condition  than  any 
recent  crop.  The  unusually  fine  curing  season  resulted  in  one  of  the 
soundest  crops  ever  produced  in  the  State.  The  cured  leaf,  of  good 
size,  color,  body,  and  texture,  will  yield  a  large  per  cent  of  binders  and 
is  remarkably  free  from  pole  burn,  stem  rot,  or  frozen  tobacco.  The 
average  yield  per  acre  is  1,290  pounds  and  the  average  price  11  cents 
per  pound,  both  higher  than  for  several  years. 

GEORGIA  AND  FLORIDA. 

Cold,  wet  weather,  which  delayed  planting  two  or  three  weeks,  was 
afterwards  favorable,  and  growth  was  excellent.  Most  of  the  crop 
was  harvested  under  satisfactory  conditions,  and  subsequent  fine 
weather  resulted  in  the  best  cured  product  in  several  years  in  both  sun 
and  shade-grown  tobacco.  The  late  cut  is  not  so  good,  because  of 
excessive  harvest  rains.  As  a  whole  this  is  the  best  crop  grown  in 
years,  shade-grown  tobacco  yielding  an  exceptionally  large  per  cent 
of  fine  light  wrappers  and  sun  tobacco  showing  unusually  fine  quality. 
The  average  yield  is  837  pounds  per  acre  and  30  cents  the  average  price 
per  pound. 

II.  CHEWING,  SMOKING,  SNTTFF,  AND  EXPORT  TYPES. 

BURLEY  DISTRICT. 

Planting  was  finished  about  the  usual  time.  Throughout  most  of 
the  district  the  weather  was  favorable  and  growth  good.  Little 
damage  was  caused  by  insects,  hail,  or  disease.  Advantageous  con- 
ditions at  harvest  were  followed  by  unusually  good  curing  weather. 
The  leaf  has  cured  sound,  with  an  unusually  large  per  cent  of  light- 
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colored,  thin  leaf.  Quality  is  much  superior  to  that  of  1911  or  1910, 
with  little  house  burn.  On  account  of  the  thinness  of  leaf,  the  yield 
is  less  than  last  year,  860  pounds  per  acre.  The  average  price,  11 
cents  per  pound,  is  the  highest  since  1909. 

DARK  DISTRICTS  OF  KENTUCKY  AND  TENNESSEE. 

Paducah  district. — The  planting  season  was  about  normal.  Ex- 
cessive rains  during  the  latter  part  of  June  and  first  of  July  prevented 
proper  cultivation  and  destroyed  many  crops  on  low-lying  lands. 
Subsequent  dry  weather  caused  a  small  growth  and  narrowness  of 
leaf.  Extremely  hot,  dry  weather  in  late  August  and  early  Sep- 
tember caused  much  firing,  and  hence  many  fields  were  cut  before 
maturity.  The  cured  leaf  is  small  in  size  and  thin,  but  has  good 
color.  The  crop  is  the  poorest  in  quality  of  any  grown  in  recent  years. 
The  yield  per  acre  of  620  pounds  and  the  average  price  of  6.2  cents, 
per  pound  are  each  low. 

Henderson  or  stemming  (Zis^nd.— Planting  was  early  and  the  crop 
started  off  auspiciously.  Heavy  precipitation  in  late  June  and  July, 
however,  besides  preventing  proper  cultivation,  seriously  damaged 
mos4)  fields  and  in  low  lands  destroyed  many.  The  result  is  smaller 
growth  than  in  1911.  Cutting  was  under  desirable  conditions  and 
weather  favorable  for  curing  followed.  The  result  was  sound  leaf 
and  little  house  burn.  The  cured  product  is  cleaner  than  last  year 
and  of  good  color,  but  smaller  in  size  and  thinner  in  body.  Quality 
is  inferior  to  that  of  1911  crop.  The  yield  per  acre,  800  pounds,  is 
inferior  to  that  of  last  year.  No  sales  had  been  made  when  reports 
were  sent  to  the  bureau;  it  was  thought  the  average  price  would  not 
exceed  7  cents  per  pound. 

Upper  Green  River  district. — On  account  of  dry  weather,  planting, 
which  began  early,  was  finished  late.  Downpours  in  late  June  and 
early  July  prevented  thorough  cultivation  and  injured  the  crop. 
Subsequent  dry  weather  resulted  in  smaller  growth  and  more  specked 
tobacco  than  usual.  A  hot,  droughty  period  in  late  August  and  early 
September  caused  the  plants  to  burn  to  some  extent  in  the  field.  The 
curing  season  resulted  in  little  house  burn.  The  cured  leaf  is  inferior 
to  that  of  1911  in  size,  color,  and  body;  in  fact,  the  present  crop  is  the 
poorest  grown  in  this  district  in  several  years.  The  yield  per  acre, 
730  pounds,  is  less  than  a  year  ago.  Little  had  been  sold  up  to  about 
December  1,  but  the  price  indicated  was  6.5  cents  per  pound. 

Upper  Cumberland  district. — About  half  the  area  was  planted  early, 
the  remainder,  because  of  dry  weather,  late.  Continuous  wet  weather 
the  last  half  of  June  and  the  first  of  July  interfered  with  proper  culti- 
vation, and  caused  the  plants  to  have  small  stalks  and  narrow  leaves; 
more  specked  leaves  than  usual  are  also  noticeable.  Ensuing  dry 
weather  made  the  growth  small.    Conditions  while  the  tobacco  was 
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curing  resulted  in  a  good  color  and  little  house  burn;  the  leaf  is  of 
small  size,  thin  body,  and  much  is  badly  specked.  The  yield  per  acre 
is  of  smaller  volume  than  in  several  years,  720  pounds.  The  average 
price  per  pound  is  6.5  cents. 

ClarksviUe  and  EopJcin^viUe  district. — The  greater  part  of  the 
planting  was  early  ,  but  on  about  one-third  of  the  area  it  was  retarded 
by  drought.  Continuous  wet  weather  for  about  4  weeks,  beginning 
mid-June,  interfered  with  cultivation  and  caused  plants  in  many  fields 
to  have  small  stalks  and  short  leaves.  Subsequently  dry  weather 
prevailed  until  most  of  the  crop  was  in  the  barns.  Intense  heat  in 
late  August  and  early  September  caused  bottom  lea  res  to  burn  and 
many  fields  to  be  cut  before  fully  ripe.  The  bulk  of  the  cured  leaf  is 
of  small  size,  but  good  color.  Some  of  the  early  cutting  has  good 
body,  but  most  of  the  crop  is  thin  and  of  poor  quality;  in  fact,  the 
poorest  in  several  years.  The  average  yield  is  660  pounds  per  acre, 
the  price  7.8  cents  per  pound,  each  less  than  in  any  recent  year. 

VIRGIXIA  SUX-CUBED  DISTRICT. 

Planting  was  late.  Dry  weather  prevailed  during  the  entire  gi^ow- 
ing  season  and  until  most  of  the  crop  was  cut  and  put  in  the  barns. 
This  part  of  the  crop  is  of  poor  quality  and  small  size.  That  cut 
after  the  rains  in  September  has  better  size  and  quality.  Medium  and 
low  grades  predominate,  with  a  small  per  cent  of  fine  tobacco.  The 
yield  per  acre  is  650  pounds  and  the  average  price  8  cents,  both  below 
last  year. 

VIRGIXIA  DARK  DISTRICT. 

Dry  weather  delayed  planting  beyond  the  usual  time.  Rainfall, 
hght  during  the  entire  grooving  season  and  until  most  of  the  crop  was 
in  the  bams,  resulted  in  small  size,  and  in  a  cured  leaf  thin  in  body 
and  of  inferior  quahty,  a  large  per  cent  showing  fairly  good  color. 
That  cut  after  the  rain  has  better  size  and  body,  but  is  dark.  Serious 
hail  damage  was  suffered  in  some  counties.  This  is  the  poorest  crop 
grown  in  recent  years.  The  yield  per  acre  is  fighter  than  usual,  being 
660  pounds.  Few  sales  had  been  effected  when  reports  were  made; 
a  price,  7.8  cents  per  pound,  is  indicated. 

BRIGHT  YELLOW  DISTRICT. 

Old  Belt,  Virginia  and  North  Carolina. — ^^lost  of  the  crop  was 
planted  early,  but  dry  weather  caused  part  to  be  planted  later  than 
usual.  Growth  is  small,  the  result  of  fight  rainfaU  in  July  and 
August.  Most  of  the  crop  went  into  the  bams  during  dry  weather. 
The  cured  leaf  from  this  has  unusuaUy  good  color,  body,  and  texture, 
but  is  smaU  in  size,  with  better  quafity,  except  where  plant  was  cut 
before  maturity,  than  for  several  years.  That  cut  after  the  Sep- 
tember rains,  though  larger  in  size,  is  dark  of  color  and  inferior  in 
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quality.  In  some  counties  hail  damaged  some  fields  and  destroyed 
others.  As  a  whole,  the  crop  shows  a  larger  per  cent  than  usual  of 
both  high  and  low  grades,  with  medium  grades  scarce.  The  yield 
per  acre  of  540  pounds  is  the  smallest  in  recent  years,  while  the  aver- 
age price  of  15.2  cents  is  the  highest.  Fine  grades  of  good  color  are 
higher  than  in  20  years,  but  common  green  tips  are  low. 

New  Belt,  eastern  North  Carolina  and  South  Carolina. — Plantings 
were  completed  in  good  season.  In  eastern  North  Carolina  rainfall 
was  Hght  during  the  growing  period,  except  in  the  southeastern  part 
of  the  district,  where  it  was  copious.  The  tobacco  is  medium  to  smaU, 
but  the  cured  product  has  fine  color,  body,  and  texture.  The  quality 
is  the  best  of  any  recent  crop,  with  an  unusually  large  per  cent  of 
wrappers  and  other  fime  grades.  In  South  Carohna  heavy  rains  in 
early  summer,  followed  by  dry  weather,  produced  medium  growth, 
with  poor  color  and  body,  and  of  inferior  quahty.  The  average  yield 
per  acre  in  the  district  is  730  pounds.  In  eastern  North  Carolina  the 
price,  ranging  from  18  to  20  cents,  average,  on  most  markets,  is  the 
highest  ever  received.  The  average  price  in  South  Carohna  is  10.9 
cents  per  pound.    The  average  for  the  district  is  16.1  cents. 

MARYLAND  AND  EASTERN  OHIO  EXPORT. 

The  crop  was  planted  in  good  time.  As  a  consequence  of  season- 
able weather  during  early  summer,  the  plants  made  rapid  progress. 
Dry  weather  from  mid-July  until  harvest  checked  growth  and  made 
the  leaf  smaller  than  usual.  In  some  sections  worms,  more  abundant 
late  in  the  season  than  usual,  damaged  late  fields.  With  this  excep- 
tion, the  crop  went  in  the  house  in  good  shape.  Satisfactory  condi- 
tions for  curing  foUowed,  and,  although  the  cured  leaf  is  shorter  than 
last  year,  it  has  good  color  and  httle  damage  from  house  burn. 
Quality  is  much  better  than  in  1911.  The  yield  per  acre,  710  pounds, 
is  smaller  than  in  several  years.  As  none  of  the  new  crop  except 
ground  leaves  is  ever  sold  until  the  summer  following  growth,  the  value 
on  December  1  must  be  estimated  from  sales  of  old  tobacco,  which 
indicates  a  price  of  8.1  cents  per  pound. 

LOUISIANA,  PERIQUE. 

Weather  conditions  were  unfavorable  to  a  full  yield,  but  quality 
is  good.  The  average  outturn  per  acre  is  300  pounds;  average  price, 
30  cents  per  pound. 

Approved : 

James  Wilson, 

Secretmry  of  Agriculture. 

Washington,  D.  C,  December  22,  1912. 
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